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much is plain: something grim and uncon-
scionable happened in the Azerbaijani town of
Khojaly 2 weeks ago. So far, some 200 dead
Azerbaijanis, many of them mutilated, have
been transported out of the town tucked inside
the Armenian-dominated enclave of Nagorno-
Karabakh for burial in neighboring Azerbaijan.
The total number of deaths—the Azerbaijanis
claim 1,324 civilians have been slaughtered,
most of them women and children—is un-
known.”

The extent of the cruelty of this massacre
against women, children and the elderly was
unfathomable. This anniversary reminds us of
the need to redouble efforts to help resolve
the Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict. The United
States as a Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk
Group should intensify its efforts to reach a
resolution of this protracted conflict.

Mr. Speaker, Azerbaijan is a strong ally of
the United States in a strategically important
and complex region of the world. | ask my col-
leagues to join me and our Azerbaijani friends
in commemorating the tragedy that occurred in
the town of Khojaly as well as Black January.

———
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Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Jocelyn (Jocie) Wurzburg on re-
ceiving the 2014 Be the Dream MLK Legacy
Award. This special award is given to those in-
dividuals whose lives have ‘“embodied the
spirit and legacy of service, sacrifice and
hope” that characterized the work of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. As a women’s rights and
civil rights activist, it is fitting that this award
be bestowed upon Jocelyn Wurzburg in rec-
ognition of her accomplishments and contribu-
tions.

Jocelyn Wurzburg was born in Memphis,
Tennessee in 1940, and received her B.A. in
sociology and anthropology from Rhodes Col-
lege in 1965. While she had always been
keenly aware of injustices toward minority
groups, it was not until the assassination of
Dr. King in 1968 that Jocie became moved to
take a stand. Later that year, she founded the
Memphis Chapter of the Panel of American
Women to “discuss the nature of prejudice
and the effects it has on our fellow citizens.”
Over the course of 10 years, the panel met
with over 100,000 people and slowly changed
attitudes on race in Memphis.

Jocie was also important in helping to pre-
vent a second sanitation strike in Memphis.
She and a group of women organized as the
Concerned Women of Memphis and Shelby
County (CWMSC) to encourage the City
Council and the American Federation of State,
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME)
to “negotiate in good faith to avoid a strike.”
While city officials at the time denied
CWMSC'’s role in preventing a strike, Rhodes
College history professor Gail Murray says
that the city negotiated on all the terms set
forth by CWMSC. Then AFSCME national di-
rector, Jerry Wurf, confided in Jocelyn, saying
that it was CWMSC that warded off a second
strike.
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In 1971, Jocelyn was appointed by Gov-
ernor Winfield Dunn to the Tennessee Human
Rights Commission (THRC) and immediately
began working on language that became the
Tennessee Human Rights Act, which passed
the Tennessee General Assembly in 1978.
This was the first anti-discrimination law in the
state of Tennessee covering employment,
housing and public accommodations, and it
gave THRC the power to investigate, mediate
and litigate claims of discrimination for the first
time. She was reappointed to the commission
in 2007 by Governor Phil Bredesen.

After Jocie successfully worked to avoid a
second sanitation strike and pass the Ten-
nessee Human Rights Act, she received her
J.D. from the University of Memphis School of
Law in 1979, and worked to negotiate marital
dissolution agreements. Inspired by the belief
that mediation was an effective way to avert
crises, she gained over 600 hours of Medi-
ation Training and opened Memphis’ first me-
diation firm in 1984. She established the Medi-
ation Association of Tennessee and it has
since spread statewide. Her clients include the
Shelby County Government, United States
Postal Service, the EEOC Panel and the De-
partment of Justice ADA Claims.

Jocelyn Wurburg has received numerous
appointments and awards throughout her ca-
reer, including an appointment to the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights and an appoint-
ment by President Gerald Ford to the U.S.
Commission for the Observance of Inter-
national Women’s Year. There is no doubt that
her work is worthy of this award named after
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Mr.
Speaker, | ask all of my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Jocelyn (Jocie) Wurzburg on
being awarded the 2014 Be the Dream MLK
Legacy Award.

————
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to Presiding Elder Elijah
Smith, who will be retiring as Senior Presiding
Elder of the Eastern District for the Southwest
Georgia Annual Conference for the African
Methodist Episcopal Church after forty-nine
years of faithful and dedicated service to the
Lord. He will be honored at a retirement cele-
bration on Friday, January 17, 2014 at 7:00
p.m. at the Columbus Convention and Trade
Center in Columbus, Georgia.

A native of Fort Valley, Georgia and a man
after God’s own heart, Presiding Elder Smith
began serving the ministry in the early 1960s.
After being ordained an ltinerant Elder in
1967, he spent twenty-seven years pastoring
various congregations in the Southwest Geor-
gia Conference, including Eastman Circuit,
Allen Chapel in Americus, Mountain Creek in
Sumter County, and Saint John in Columbus.
Under his leadership as pastor, the Saint John
A.M.E. Church chapel was built on Steam Mill
Road in Columbus. In June 1994, Bishop Don-
ald George Kenneth Ming appointed him as a
presiding elder. For many years, Presiding
Elder Smith served as an instructor and as-
sistant dean of the Board of Examiners in the
Southwest Georgia Conference.

E91

Presiding Elder Smith’s commitment to the
ministry and support of civil rights led him to
be a notable minister among other African
American ministers rising up to challenge the
segregation laws and suppression of voting
rights in the South. After serving as president
of the Sumter County Branch of the NAACP,
he was recognized as an NAACP Life Mem-
ber.

In addition to being a servant of God, Pre-
siding Elder Smith was a civil servant and re-
tired from Robins Air Force Base as an elec-
tronic technician.

A widely respected civic, community, and
ministerial leader, Presiding Elder Smith has
received numerous accolades and commenda-
tions. He was honored as one of the “50 Most
Influential African Americans in the Columbus-
Ft. Benning-Phenix City Areas” by the Courier
Eco Latino.

Presiding Elder Smith, a man highly favored
by God, has accomplished many things in his
life, but none of this would have been possible
without the love and support of his wife, Janet,
and their nine children.

Mr. Speaker, today | ask my colleagues to
join me, my wife Vivian, and the Columbus,
Georgia community in paying tribute to Senior
Presiding Elder Elijah Smith for forty-nine out-
standing years of Pastoral Ministry. Through
his service to God’s people, he has trans-
formed many lives and inspired others to
serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the honorees of the 2014
Androscoggin County Chamber of Commerce
Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner. The
Androscoggin County Chamber of Commerce
serves the people and business community of
the greater Lewiston/Auburn area, working
hard to strengthen economic opportunity
throughout the region and the state.

Each year, the Androscoggin County Cham-
ber of Commerce recognizes local businesses,
business leaders, and individuals who promote
and advance a vital and healthy business en-
vironment. These individuals and businesses
are committed to strengthening opportunity
and prosperity in Maine.

This year's award recipients include: Jason
Levesque of Argo Marketing, recipient of the
Business Leadership Award for a Larger Com-
pany; John Grenier of Rainbow Bicycle, recipi-
ent of the Business Leadership Award for a
Smaller Company; Art Boulay of Strategic Tal-
ent Management, recipient of the Ray Geiger
Award; Kathy Durgin-Leighton of YWCA, re-
cipient of the Community Service Leadership
Award; Positive Change Lisbon, recipient of
the Lisbon Business Award; Jodi Cornelio of
Turner Publishing, recipient of the Turner
Business Award; Hurricane Café and Deli, re-
cipient of the Greene Business Award; Com-
munity Credit Union, recipient of the Education
Award; Pettengill Academy, recipient of the
“Cool Chamber Award;” Craig Saddlemire, re-
cipient of the Public Service Leadership
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